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Coliform Sampling
     Instructions for PWS
IMPORTANT!  Samples must be analyzed within 30 hours of collection for drinking water and within 6 hours of collection for waste water.  Coordinate sampling and delivery time with laboratory so lab can be prepared to analyze samples as soon as possible after receipt.  Freeze all ice packs in the cooler and return them in the cooler with the sample(s).

Review sampling procedure below and contact laboratory prior to sampling with any questions.  Contact numbers and email are listed above.

WARNING:  Samples collected from fire hydrants, yard hydrants, dirty or leaking faucets, and soft water systems may give false results.

Sampling Procedure

· Use clean, sterilized sample bottle supplied by the lab.  The bottle must contain sodium thiosulfate if the sample is chlorinated (white powder or small amt of liquid in bottle).

· Select a clean, indoor faucet where aerator is or can be removed, or if sampling for permit compliance, sample must be collected from sampling point indicated on your permit.  Avoid leaking taps, outside hydrants, treatment units, swing-type faucets, and water fountains.

· Complete bottle label and sample form completely with date and time of sampling, sampling point ID and any other relevant information.  The form must have the PWS ID, Facility ID, Sampling Point ID, Sample Point Description, Sample Collector, Collection Date, Collection Time, Sample Type, Free Chlorine, and Total Chlorine filled in if the sample is for compliance.
· If the water source is chlorinated, test for Free and Total Chlorine.  Write these results on the sample form.

· Remove aeration device, screen, or hose attachments (if unable to remove, select another tap). If you choose to disinfect the sample site prior to sample collection, be sure to thoroughly flush until all disinfectant is removed.

· Open cold water tap to obtain smooth-flowing stream at moderate pressure without splashing (if water flow is not steady, select another tap).  Allow water to run to waste for at least 2-3 minutes (or time sufficient to clear service line).

· Reduce water flow slightly (pencil-width) to fill bottle without splashing.  Do not adjust flow while filling bottle.  If the system is chlorinated, measure the chlorine residual and note the results on the Sample Form.

· Fill bottle to shoulder.  Caution:  Inside sample bottle is sterile – avoid placing fingers inside bottle or cap.  Do not place cap down.  Do not rinse out bottle.  Remove bottle from stream and immediately place cap on bottle.  Tighten cap to avoid leakage in transit.  Do not over tighten or cap may split.

· Place the bottle and ice pack back in the cooler.  Place completed Sample Form between Styrofoam and outer cardboard box, or in plastic bag.  Return samples and cooler to lab.  
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