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Fecal
     Sampling Instructions

IMPORTANT!  Samples must be analyzed within 8 hours of collection (IDNR will allow up to 30 hours if sample cannot be transported to the lab in time.)  Coordinate sampling and delivery time with laboratory so lab can be prepared to analyze samples as soon as possible after receipt.  Freeze all ice packs in the cooler and return them in the cooler with the sample(s).

Review sampling procedure below and contact laboratory prior to sampling with any questions.  Contact numbers and email are listed above.

Sampling Procedure
· Use clean, sterilized sample bottle supplied by the lab.  The bottle must contain sodium thiosulfate if the sample is chlorinated (white powder or small amt of liquid in bottle).
· Collect a grab sample.

· Fill bottle to shoulder.  Caution:  Inside sample bottle is sterile – avoid placing fingers inside bottle or cap.  Do not place cap down.  Do not rinse out bottle.  Tighten cap to avoid leakage in transit.  Do not over tighten or cap may split.

· Place the bottle and ice packs or filled ice bags back in the cooler. Return samples and cooler to lab.  
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