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Metals/IOC
Sampling Instructions

CAREFUL!  Sample collection bottles for metals analysis contain nitric acid. While sampling, do not overfill the bottle or allow the acid to spill out.  If skin contact occurs, flush immediately with copious amounts of water.  Once the sample has been acid preserved, it can be held for up to six months prior to analysis, however return to laboratory in a timely manner to ensure samples are analyzed within compliance window.  Coordinate sampling and delivery time with laboratory.
Review sampling procedure below and contact laboratory prior to sampling with any questions.  Contact numbers and email are listed above.

Sampling Procedure

· Use clean, nitric acid preserved sample bottle supplied by the lab.

· Select a clean, indoor faucet where aerator is or can be removed, or if sampling for permit compliance, sample must be collected from source entry point indicated on your permit.  Avoid leaking taps, outside hydrants, treatment units, swing-type faucets, and water fountains.

· Complete bottle label and Sample Form completely with date and time of sampling, sampling point ID and any other relevant information.

· Remove aeration device, screen, or hose attachments (if unable to remove, select another tap).

· Open cold water tap to obtain smooth-flowing stream at moderate pressure without splashing (if water flow is not steady, select another tap).

· Allow water to run to waste for at least 2-3 minutes (or time sufficient to clear service line).

· Reduce water flow slightly (pencil-width) to fill bottle without splashing.  Do not adjust flow while filling bottle, and fill bottle to shoulder.

· Remove bottle from stream and immediately place cap on bottle.  Tighten cap to avoid leakage in transit.  Do not over tighten or cap may split.

· Return samples to lab.  
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